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time, he feels disposed to draw the following conclusions from what he has 
observed:— . , 

1st. That in very many cases albumen appears in the urine at an early period 
in scarlatina, without other alteration of this secretion, or affection of the system 
generally! 

2d. The diminution in the- quantity of this fluid may be considered as a cer¬ 
tain forerunner of anasarca. 

3d. That the treatment should be strictly antiphlogistic, the diet being for 
some time carefully regulated, so as to exclude much azotized food. 

4th. That the patient, however mild his symptoms, should be confined to bed 
for several days after the eruption has declined. 

19. On Nervous or Convulsive Cough. By M. Sandras. —There are several 
species' of this: 1. The patient can receive no physical or moral impression, 
without suffering from a cough almost convulsive in its character. In examin¬ 
ing the chest of such a person, the physician may be led into grievous error, and 
the unnecessary fear of incipient phthisis, unless he examines it on various 
occasions and under different circumstances. Patients with incipient phthisis 
also cough from the slightest cause; but it will be generally found that in those 
cases the impression is physical, while in those we are alluding to it is oftener 
moral. 

2. Another form of cough, having some analogy to this, is observed whenever 
certain functions are brought into play, or when they are more actively exerted 
than usual. Thus, it is found in some whose meals have been too long delayed; 
in others, as soon as they have eaten, especially if rather fully. Other persons 
cannot take a little extra-muscular exertion without blunging on a tormenting 
cough of this kind. In both this and the preceding form, the cough is dry and 
capricious, exhibiting very inconstant physical signs; but this latter form is 
somewhat more fixed in character than the first, inasmuch as, in the same per¬ 
son, it is always when the same function is fulfilledit is produced; and it 
seems, too, to be more dependent upon disorder of the organs in connection with 
the exercise of whose functions it appears; and this should be our chief guide 
for its treatment. 

3. Another cough is observed upon the slightest irritation of the bronchi 
being produced; so that the least cold brings on a convulsive cough nearly as 
bad as that of pertussis. Sometimes, and especially in children and very young 
adults, it takes on this form at the very commencement of the cold, and retains 
it until coetion is produced. Each paroxysm is accompanied by a dry, raucous 
sound, and attempts at vomiting. Sometimes it is periodical, the disease only 
gradually assuming the characters of an ordinary ripening catarrh. In other 
cases, the spasmodic character is only observed as the cough is drawing towards 
an end. Instead, however, of eoction taking place, the expectoration continues 
frothy and transparent, and is only ejected by convulsive efforts and vomiting— 
the paroxysm being brought on by the slightest cause, and a state of spasmodic 
suffocation being almost induced, until a little transparent and frothy matter is 
expectorated, when all becomes quiet and normal until a new paroxysm. In 
some cases, the cough suddenly ceases, without the expectoration having under¬ 
gone any change; but this is rare. The causes of this pertussoid cough are not 
of easy appreciation. At the commencement, all is like a common cold; and it 
is the reiterated Gatching cold in an eminently neuropathic subject that seems 
to induce the aggravation. The prognosis, as regards immediate danger, is 
favourable; but is more serious in respect to future consequences, owing to the 
various evil consequences which may ensue upon the congestions the paroxysms 
give rise to. The destruction of sleep and disturbance of digestion which it 
causes are other important circumstances. Among the more serious results, is 
the production of hernias and of emphysema pulmonum. The irritation of the 
glottis and larynx should be relieved by tepid aqueous or narcotic vapours, and 
by the use of demulcent emulsions with laurel-water. When the expectoration 
is difficult, syrup of poppies, with small doses of tartar emetic, should be given, 
the antimony, whether it causes vomiting or not, affording great relief. So, too, 
small doses of extract of belladonna every night, or night and morning, should 
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be given when the expectoration is somewhat modified, and in a few days the 
convulsive character.of the cough usually abates. When this drug disagrees 
with the patient, it should be used endermieally. 

4. This variety may be called hysterical , from its occurring in hysterical pa¬ 
tients. In a subject whose respiratory organs are habitually in a good condition, 
all at once an irregularly paroxysmal cough comes on, occurring at frequent 
intervals, and sometimes almost without intermission. It does not terminate 
with the expulsion of mucosities, but is either dry and objectless, or is accom¬ 
panied by a true phlegmorrhagia. Hysterical phenomena sometimes precede 
or accompany the cough ; while at others it ceases instantly that these appear. 
The cough is found to get worse and worse, in proportion to the development 
of the hysteria; and this without any physical explanation of its intensity. The 
pulse is not febrile, but may be irregular, and such a one as is found in nervous 
subjects. The prognosis is favourable, unless the cough is mistaken for a phleg¬ 
masia, and aggravated by maltreatment. The treatment is, in fact, that which 
is proper for hysteria; but two means are especially indicated—the use of bel¬ 
ladonna, and the employment of baths. Belladonna, given in doses of one- 
seventh of a grain every half hour, is highly efficacious ; and it is rare for five 
hr six doses to be given before improvement is visible. Baths at from 84° to 89° 
act as if by enchantment; but sometimes it is useful to give them at from 75° 
to 82°; and this is the temperature which will in most cases prove the best, after 
the patient has already employed the higher.-— Brit, and For . Med.-Chirurg. 
Ben., Oct. 1849, from Bulletin de TMrapeutique , tom. xxxvi. pp. 385-96. 

20. Neuralgia of the Penis. By Dr. Spengler. —This case occurred in a man 
aged 40, who had been recently cured of gonorrhoea, and is reported in Casper’s 
Wochenschrift , No. 46,1848. During connection with his wife for the first time 
after a cessation of ten weeks, he became the subject of intense pain in the 
glans penis, which was repeated on each repetition of intercourse. It also fol¬ 
lowed erection without emission. In the intervals, he was quite free from pain. 
Various methods of treatment were adopted without benefit, until Dr. Spengler 
cauterized the urethra, the repetition of which, four times, completely cured 
him.— Prov. Med. and Surg. Journ ., Aug. 22d, 1849. 

21. Neuralgia of the Cervix Uteri. —According to Malgaigne, this is a fre¬ 
quent affection. It is combined with leucorrhoea, and with congestion of the 
os and cervix. The characteristic symptom is the presence of a painful spot, 
generally near the anterior lip. It is also accompanied by neuralgic pains in 
the abdomen, loins, and epigastrium. Ilis treatment consists of an incision 
into the painful spot, by which he divides the affected nerve. He states that he 
has met with great success, and the hemorrhage has in all cases been trifling.— 
Ibid. 


22. Rheumatic Diseases of the Ear. — Mr. Ha rye v, in a communication read to 
the “ Medical Society of London” (Sept. 24th, 1849), said that his attenion was 
first directed to this subject by observing the effect of rheumatic inflammation on 
the tissue of the eye, and from noticing, in many cases of ear disease that came 
under his care, the presence of articular rheumatism, which influenced, either 
directly or indirectly, the disease of the ear, the relief of one, for instance, 
being followed immediately by aggravation of the other. Believing, from ob¬ 
servation, that many such cases were made worse, and even irremediable, by 
rhistaking the cause of the disease, and by the application of stimulating reme¬ 
dies, he determined on investigating the subject. The result has been that, in 
a great number of cases, he has been able to trace the connection of the ear af¬ 
fection with rheumatism of the system generally. In the eye, the secondary at¬ 
tack has been usually found to come on after the system has been well saturated 
by the poison of the disease ; but the ear may become affected early, the parts 
first implicated, as in the eye, being the fibrous tissues, and subsequently, the 
nervous expansions. The disease exhibited itself under two forms—the acute 
or destructive, and the chronic or insidious; both, when neglected, tended to im¬ 
pair the sense of hearing; and the former led to the entire destruction of the 



